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ByCAHLACHANCE
muym

eorgla Jov of Pa.c:{ﬁc
Junction was literally
grasping at straws”

when she zmd her hus- -

Daml, Darrol, established

Heritage Trails on their farm

nine vears ago.
The Pacific Junciion farm is

- the famed local stie of haunted

hay rides. Tales of s

| spookiness
have even reached far and wide

© This entire service a

nd/or content portions thereof are co

— thanks o a CNN broadcast-

about the family's rides a few

ago-

But to reach this peint, the
cozple had o overcome 2 finan-
cial crunch in 1985 when ihey
akmeost lost the farm. -

“1This farm has been in myv
family for over 100 vears,” said
Geurgz‘Weweremmefﬁatm
.%rfcgaﬂm'ﬁmg:were—eal-
l—ﬁgiltii“huiandmﬁareeﬂy
good job he bad for 8 ik vears”™

A:mha'obsmdawa..tha*
ofthefa:rmsl%ac:esarecav-
ered with &zmber.

‘_herewasvery'&tﬂerevme
m irees,” she said Bui ibe Joys
came TP Wit h 2 upique idea

The d % id by

e 03563 that openmg
therr farm in the Loess hilis ic

pyrig hted by NewsBank and/or its content providers.

h' 'des-But they wanted to
give the rides a dx&'erent — and

_scarv' twist

The couple succeeded in sav-

ing the farm through thewr fright-
o id
S

Ee&as; the Joys' family and neigh-

bors smit up 1n costumes io

" frighten unsuspecting tiders

aIung"‘..he

Along with “dason.” who's
become 2 permanent resident,
Tiders may spot the Loch Ness
Monster, scenes from a monster
wedding. and an arez-where
“body paris” are stored, she said.

The haunied rides have
become so poptlar the Joys now
hold ithem from chber zmd—
Novemmber. -

“There zren't enocuch daysm
October to give everyone 2
hammied zsi'de,= she said

Bat like most places m ihe
area, the Joys also hold the haw
n&&a & t the sear.

“I think peopie ke to get ot
in the counizy and see what peo-
ple used 0 do for fim,” she said.

Karen Nielsen, who co-owas
Shady Lane Ranch inc. along
with her husband, Char?es..

The Nielsens, who rent and

seople should be
toexnectfhemexnect -

{- N
I".-r'

t, -

i
AV

\
iy

Kyle Wiese, front left, and other workers shown dressed in their monster costumes Wecmesday afternocn at the Heritage

Trails hayrack ndes.

.ceﬂ borses, have been holding

hay rides on thexr property north
of Council Bluffs for about 20
VEATS.

Aniomn 2iso seemns ta be their
bosiestseason.

“Come Sepiember and
Oclober. everyone wants 2 hay

ride. It’s jast z nice. cutdcor
activity.- 'Ihe weather is crisp znd
cool 2nd everybody enjoys geiting
cit.” Karen said

Bzt the Nielsens, who owa
360 wooded acres crisscrossed by
horse trazls, also hoid hav rides
irom early spring to late
Novemper.

Some prefer dzy rides, espe-
ciz2lly in the fall where thev can
observe the changine season and
auitann colors.

Others prefer starry nights
where 2t the end of the -i'&e they

can mger or cook around 2 cozy
fire, shesad

While some pariies like to
ambush each other wiith hay,

others simply hike io waich the
scenery co by
Batd:ebozﬁmlme,amﬁnb

to Karen. is “everybody ikat
commes here has a2 rezliv good
ame”™

Hay rides Just ; qeemed fobea
iiaturz] extension 101' Jane
Connealy, proprieior of Terra
Jane, a countiv bed a:ad oreak-
fast loczted easi of Council
Bhails.

The former school teacher,
charmed Dy the couniry. esiab-
lished the inp about 5 1/2 vears
250.

“I guess I wanted to create an
environment io share with mv

chiidren and the public in a nat-

“Farmiand felt real comfori-
able and safe to me because 1
crew UD I 2 farm in Nebraska”
she said. |

Fndmg the perfect iocation
tock ber awhile, Connealy said.

i drove around m the couniry
icr three years in Nebraska aad
Iowa aud knack&ci on doors.”

- But she also kad Rezltors
lookinig ior her before she focund
the 110-vear-oid famn Louse on
ibe Wil with a2 macnificent view
of Iowa’s rokiing hiils.

Coanealy. who also who holds
dances m a bara down ffom the
. said she begzn offering hay
rides about three years ago.

Vastly aware of their tremen-
daus appeal. she said one week-
end she was host to between
1.000 and 1200 people who rode

the trails throughout her eight
ZeTes.

Amizmn also seems o be ber

I‘Elﬁﬁ" season.

eople are ooxng for an Gﬂi—
amr g befwe the Wmmr
comes. IEs just End of 2 rads-
tion for many gmms here.' she
said.

No maiter whnch place seems
most appeahing, all three offer
iracior-driven rides and with 2
319. Kiders alse bave the opton

of bringing their own iood and
refreah:nnnta- A siow-burning

campige at ihe end of the ride is
aLao provided.

For ihose headed for 2 ride.
remember — i it s koi, don't for-
gei the bug spray. And ' it’s cool
and crisp. don torcet somethmg

OT Someone to keep 00 Warm.
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